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Ref: 714.RNL.016 

Macdonald Street Trunk Drainage Upgrade project update 

Work on the Macdonald Street Trunk Drainage and road widening upgrade works began in September 2020 and is 

now well underway. Following a COVID-19 two-week construction pause, we have returned to site, and we want to keep 

residents updated about what is happening on the project. 

COVID-19 pandemic 

Following the Greater Sydney two-week pause on construction during July, we have returned to site, however several 

of our key work operations on site have been unable to re-start. This is due to several key workers being located within 

the ‘red-zone’ LGAs affected by the COVID-19 stay-at-home orders. Furthermore, all construction sites within Greater 

Sydney are only allowed to operate with 50% of the maximum daily workforce on site each day. 

To ensure that Ward Civil continue to deliver the project safely, we have implemented a stringent COVID-19 safety plan 

that is specific to the Macdonald Street upgrade project. Safety controls include a full time COVID marshal on site, 

workers and members of staff are temperature checked at the start of each shift, masks are mandatory at all times and 

all workers and visitors to site are asked to confirm the suburb they reside in before they commence any works on site. 

Estimated project completion 

The project began in September 2020 and was originally scheduled to be complete by the end of 2021. We want to let 

residents know that due to several factors, including the recent construction pause and the ongoing effects of the ever-

changing COVID-19 construction restrictions, completion of the Macdonald Street Trunk Drainage Upgrade project is 

now expected in 2022. 

What we have done so far 

At the eastern end of Macdonald Street, between Eve and Hadfields Streets, we have completed the first stage of the 

new stormwater drain construction, which includes construction of the stormwater pits at the intersection of Macdonald 

Street and Hadfields Street. 

And at the western end of Macdonald Street, between the railway bridge and Eve Street, we have completed the 

relocation of all utility pipes and cables. We are currently installing sheet piles for the second stage of stormwater drain 

construction. We drive sheet piles into the ground to support our excavation and maintain a safe environment for the 

construction workers and the public.  

What are we doing next?  

The first stage of the Macdonald Street road construction started in August and is scheduled to be complete by late-

October. The road construction will link the Motto Apartments’ underground carpark to Zenith Street and Hadfields 

Street. The existing road, including all footpaths, will be demolished and Macdonald Street will be re-built to the latest 

City of Sydney specifications.  

The construction of the second stage of new stormwater drain, between the railway bridge and Eve Street, started in 

May, however was on hold for several weeks as several key workers were unable to attend work due to the COVID-19 

stay-at-home orders.  

Construction on Goddard Street is scheduled to re-start in August and is scheduled to be complete by the end of 2021, 

however, we expect progress to be affected by having only 50% of our work force allowed on site each day. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Changes 

To ensure that the construction site remains safe for construction workers as well as the community, Macdonald Street 

will remain a single lane road. The Pearl Street intersection will remain temporarily closed until Macdonald Street has 

been built, however the Zenith Street intersection will re-open in late-October. 

Until the Zenith Street intersection opens in October, the only access road to the apartment complexes on the northern 

side of Macdonald Street is via the Bridge Street shared traffic zone. Please remember that in a shared zone, the speed 

limit is 10kph and pedestrians have right of way. We have been in contact with Newtown Police Local Area Command 

to request regular patrols of Bridge Street and Metters Street to enforce the shared zone rules. 

Pedestrian Changes 

The safety of pedestrians is paramount. Pedestrian footpaths will be temporarily closed at times and detours will be in 

place. We will notify residents in advance of changes to pedestrian access. Temporary closures will be in place during 

construction works where we need to ensure the safety of pedestrians. Footpaths and walkways will be re-instated 

when work in the area is completed.  

Construction times 

Standard construction hours are 7:30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, and 7.30am to 3.30pm on Saturdays. There will 

be no work happening at night or on public holidays, however if night work is planned, residents will be notified in 

advance. We plan to work on Saturdays so we can complete the project as quickly as possible.  

More information 

We sincerely apologise for the ongoing noise and inconvenience associated with this project. We will keep you updated 

as the work progresses. If you would have any questions or would like to make a comment, you can call the Ward Civil 

Community Information Line on 1800 897 841 or send an email to projects@wardcivil.com.au. Ward Civil greatly 

appreciates the ongoing patience and understanding of residents as we carry out this important work. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rory Kelly  

Project Manager  

Ward Civil and Environmental Engineering 
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Figure 1 - Stage 1 road construction design map 
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